ESSAYS ON THE GITA

and liberation for the Gita. Be free from obscuration
and bewilderment by the three gunas and action can
continue, as it must continue, and even the largest,
richest or most enormous and violent action; it does not
matter, for nothing then touches the Purusha, the soul
has naiskarmya.

But at present the Gita does not proceed to that
larger point. Since the mind is the instrumental cause,
since inaction is impossible, what is rational, necessary,
the right way is a controlled action of the subjective
and objective organism. The mind must bring the
senses under its control as an instrument of the in-
telligent will and then the organs of action must be used
for their proper office, for action, but for action done
as Yoga. But what is the essence of this self-control,
what is meant by action done as Yoga, Karmaybga ? It
is non-attachment, it is to do works without clinging
with the mind to the objects of sense and the fruit of
the works. Not complete inaction, which is an error,
a confusion, a self-delusion, an impossibility, but action
full and free done without subjection to sense and
passion, desireless and unattached works, are the first
secret of perfection. Do action thus self-controlled, says
Krishna, niyatam kuru karma Warn: I have said that
knowledge, the intelligence, is greater than works,
jydyasi karmano buddhihy but I did not mean that
inaction is greater than action; the contrary is the truth,
karma jydyo akarmanah. For knowledge does not mean
renunciation of works, it means equality and non-
attachment to desire and the objects of sense; and it
means the poise of the intelligent will in the Soul free
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